
 
 

New Year Brings Continued Opportunities  
for Growth in Kettering Schools 

 
Each new year provides an opportunity to reflect on our growth and look forward 
to future progress.  A new decade brings an added depth to our reflection and 
our forward attention. You may have joined in the 10-year challenge on 
Facebook and marveled at how far you’ve come in the last decade and just how 
fast time has flown. We are doing the same here in the Kettering City Schools.  
 
The last 10 years have brought about tremendous growth and change. The 
advancement in technology has permeated the educational experience in our 
schools and it continues to change more rapidly each year. As a result, our 
students have access to many amazing opportunities.  
 
The week before winter break, Carly Bach’s first-grade students from Oakview 
Elementary School brought their global studies to life. The class had been 
studying landmarks around the United States and the world and wanted to visit 
some of them. Instead of boarding a plane, they made the short trip to the 
Fairmont High School Library to visit Dr. Jessica Dennison, who took the 
students all around the world with the help of the Google Expeditions program 
and virtual reality goggles. This is a great example of how advancement in 
technology provides opportunities that bring learning to life.  
 
Data is also changing our classrooms. Through data we are able to better meet 
the varied needs of our students. We all know that companies like Amazon 
gather data through our activities online to better market products directly to us. 
Similarly, new technology allows our teachers to harness data by measuring 
student learning through activities on certain software programs. Teachers can 
use this data to personalize learning and interventions. 
 
Principal Debbie Beiter credits high student achievement at Indian Riffle 
Elementary School – a 2018 National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence -- with 
making data-driven decisions in the classroom. Last month members of the 
Indian Riffle staff presented at the national Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence 
Conference. The team shared how important it is to use the data that teachers 
collect in order to make decisions and implement daily intervention at every 



grade level. Ultimately, the use of technology and data frees up more time for our 
teachers and specialists to work with students directly on the areas they need 
most.  
 
We expect that our use of technology in the classroom will continue to change 
over the next decade but one thing is sure to stay the same - the opportunities for 
students in the Kettering Schools are limitless.  
 
Our district will continue to ensure students are college and career-ready when 
they graduate.  With strong career tech programs, the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma program, Advanced Placement courses, college-prep  
 
tracts and one of the best special education programs in the state, there is 
something for everyone in the Kettering Schools, no matter what path our 
students choose upon graduation.  
 
In this new decade we will continue to prioritize the safety and security of our 
students and our increased focus on mental health. We also foresee that school 
finance in Ohio will continue to be a challenge as we balance offering excellent 
programming in state-of the-art facilities with  maintaining a budget.   
 
All of our work and all of the opportunities we are able to provide to students is 
due in large part to the unwavering support of our community over the years, it is 
a constant that I will never take for granted. 
 

-- L. Scott Inskeep 


